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ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 


APRIL, 1844. 


ELLIOTT’S THOUGHTS ON PEACE.—No. 1. 


Unver this title, a series of pithy and pungent articles appeared some 
time ago in one of our secular papers, over the signature of Exniorr. We 
read them with much pleasure, and wished to copy them; but, having been 
prevented at the time, we now select such portions as promise to be most 
permanently useful. 


MisconcertTions oF Peace.—How contemptuously are the advocates of 
peace regarded, how often are they spoken of as weak enthusiasts, whom 
wrong-headed kindness carries to the very extreme of Utopian folly! ‘Non- 
resistance, indeed! Why, the very statement of their opinions is a refutation 
of them. Not fight for their property, for self-preservation, for their wives, 
for their children; bear patiently every insult; when smitten upon one cheek, 
turn the other! If they could carry out these absurdities they would over- 
throw human government, let loose the hand of violence, break up all our 
cherished institutions, and change the brightiess of civilization to savage 
darkness.’ Let us then examine the subject. Is there any danger from too 
much love, from too unqualified submission to injury’ Have we been 
cautioned by Him, who knew what is in the hearts of men, lest we should 
bring evil upon the world by an excess of meekness and humility? Is the 
self-sacrificing spirit of the Christian, preferring others’ good to his own, to 
make him dangerous to society? There is something noble and glorious in 
forgiveness of injuries. The world may look scornfully, and speak scorn-. 
fully, but in truth it cannot despise him who rules his own spirit, who strives 
each day to acquire a more and more decided victory over his selfishness. 
He is not the coward, he is not the non-resistant. He contends boldly with 
violence, but it is the violence of his own passions. He strives against the 
mad impulses which have deluged the earth with blood, but it is against 
those impulses which act within his own bosom. He takes his stand against 
the animal instincts which would look for good, to self, reckless of the conse- 
quences to others; and though he will not answer reviling with reviling, 
return blow for blow, take life for life, he seeks for victory over his enemies 
within, that he may become the freeman of the Lord! Such men, men who 
Strive that they may live without offence to others, are not the cowardly 
non-resistants. The rumor of war floats over the country; the business men 
leave their common pursuits, collect together in little circles, their hearts 
sinking within them; they tremble in fear of the war, yet they make no 
resistance; their fortunes are in others’ hands, yet they do not even whisper 
of their right to their own property; they dare not complain, but watch each 
coming mail in the hope that they in whose keeping they are may relent, in 
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the hope that they who rule over them may have mercy upon their posses- 
sions? Such men are the non-resistants. Many a Christian, too, prays, but 
quietly accommodates himself to war, if need be. No strong, united voice 
pervading the whole land, comes from the church against the sin, the cruelty, 
the rapine, the moral degradation of war! They too are the non-resistants. 
They submit to all the atrocities of war, permitting the religious character 
of the nation to be at the mercy of others. And if war comes, the widow’s 
tears shall fall, the orphan’s wail shall be heard, but the husband and father 
submits. ‘Thousands shall be driven to the battle-field as sheep are driven 
to the slaughter, and the people are merry in their bondage to death. The 
bread which the poor man is carrying to his children shall be stricken from 
his hand, but the people do not resist. The laborer and the artisan, the 
yeoman and the sailor, shall pour out their blood as water, their bodies shall 
float on the deep, or their bones whiten the field, while the rich man shall 
remain at home, perchance feasting upon the spoils of war, yet these dare 
not complain. They are the non-resistants !”’ 


Pies For SLAvuGHTER IN Setr-Derence.—‘‘ We feel no want of respect 
for the peace men who hold to the right of self-defence. We believe them 
to be conscientious and true, striving to live peaceably with all men, and 
exerting themselves with an ardent zeal to save their country from the 
desolation of war. Human life is safe in the hands of such, and the bitter- 
ness of contention would be banished from the earth, if their character could 
influence the hearts of all on whom the dread question of peace or war 
depends. But is the commonly-received doctrine of the right of self-defence 
consonant with the spirit of Christianity? Is it in accordance with the pure 
and self-sacrificing temper of the gospel? Was it breathed from the lips of 
the Prince of peace? The doctrine was in the world before his advent. It 
is now the doctrine of the savage, the heathen, and the Mussulman. Has 
the gospel shed no clear light on this subject? Is there no purer tone in our 
religion than that which accords so harmoniously with the tone of the world ? 
Is there no higher law, is there no more certain guide, than the impulses and 
passions of men? ‘The right to kill in self-defence would be almost safe, 
if exercised only by these peace men,—by the kind, the benevolent, the 
forbearing. It would be a harmless abstraction to those who are non-resistants 
at heart. But if you yield the sword to any, you yield it to all; to be used, 
too, in the moments of intense excitement, when cool judgment has left her 
throne. You place it not only in the hands of the brave and collected, who 
can appreciate the danger, but the timid, who start at the rustling of the leaf, 
who tremble at the footsteps of a friend. You give the pewer over life, not 
to the generous and thoughtful, but to the passionate and quarrelsome ; you 
constitute each man the judge in his own contention, the executioner of his 
own verdict. We might rest contented if the ‘right to destroy life were in 
the hands of peace men, who would use it judiciously. Nor would we contend 
for the whole truth, if we did not believe that the giving up of our point is 
the yielding up of the whole ground,—if we did not look upon the alleged 
rights of self-defence as the very corner-stone of the temple of war,—if the 
experience of the world had not convinced us that each man pretends that 
he uses the right judiciously, and that the consequence is that the earth is 
crimsoned with human blood; for every murder that the corruption and 
selfishness of human nature demands here finds its apology, here finds its 
excuse. ‘ What, lose my life! suffer those I love to be murdered before my 
eyes, when I can destroy the assassin!’ exclaims the peace man; ‘it is a 
monstrous absurdity!’ ‘Submit to personal attacks,’ cries another, ‘ and 
that when God has given me strength for resistance! the feelings of the 
man tell me what is my duty here.’ ‘ Lose my reputation,’ says the duellist, 
because it is wrong to kill! my character is dearer to me than my life.’ 
‘Receive an insult meekly ?’ asks the man of honor; ‘let him beware of the 
steel who would insult me.’ ‘Submit to have my property taken from me 
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without resistance?’ inquires‘ the rich man; ‘it would bring anarchy and 
confusion upon the earth; no one’s rights would be safe.’ ‘Suffer these 
rich speculators to oppress the poor man!’ shouts the infuriated mob ; ‘let 
them die first.’ ‘ Starve, and see my poor wife and suffering children famish 
slowly, when others have more than enough!’ says the highwayman; ‘I will 
take what I need, and let him beware who would betray me.’ ‘Abandon 
our just rights, submit to the arrogance of the enemy, let our nation’s honor 
be tarnished? No!’ answers the patriot. ‘ Let the country be ravaged, its 
commerce be despoiled, its morals prostrated, its happiness given up, tens of 
thousands of lives destroyed, rather than yield the least of our claims.’ 
Such is the law of violence,—such are the consequences of abandoning the 
pure, and peaceful, and forgiving precepts of Christianity. We need a law 
so plain that the wayfaring man though a fool cannot err; we need some 
sure criterion to know when God is pleased with carnage, and when he 
frowns upon the field of blood. Shall we destroy others in defence of life, 
only, when death to us would assuredly be the result of forbearance? We 
can never know till the knife has actually reached our heart, but that God 
may have in his providence designed to ward off the intended blow. Can 
we not as conscientiously destroy him who would do us that bodily injury 
which would probably result in death? Are there not other threatened evils 
worse to us than death itself? Must not the question, what is the species of 
violence which merits death, be left to every one’s own judgment? Is there 
nothing worth contending for but the animal life? Can he who justifies 
homicide for the preservation of life, lift up his voice against the duellist, 
who is educated to believe that his honor is worth more to him than his life ? 
If a neighborhood be assaulted by a mob, shall it not be resisted even unto 
death? Ifa town be attacked by pirates, shall not the citizens slay them? 
If the nation be invaded, shall we not fight for our homes and our firesides ? 
Nay, shall we wait till we are actually attacked, and thus give the enemy 
the vantage ground? An army is therefore needed, for without a military 
force the liberty of the country would be in constant danger, and a few 
reckless men might destroy every town and city. We need a navy, too, for 
without this arm of resistance the pirate would float on every sea. We need 
forts and arsenals, barracks and navy-yards. We need military academies, 
that we may be taught the nodle science of war; above all, we need a military 
spirit, —that should be fostered and encouraged, for without that all our other 
preparation would be useless. ‘The right to declare war, too, must be lodged 
somewhere, and where but in government? ‘This right should not be left to 
the people, for then there would be endless war, but without the unanimity 
that would enable them to conquer. We must fight then, when the govern- 
ment thinks it necessary; for shall we entrust our rulers with the power to 
make war, and aid them only when the quarrel is just in our individual 
judgment? Shall we receive protection from the sword, and not use the 
sword when our country needs it? Shall we ask others to fight for us when 
we esteem our rights to be invaded, and ungenerously refuse our aid when 
others deem their rights in jeopardy! No! If war ever be right, it is right 
when our country has decreed it; if it be ever justifiable, it is justifiable when 
any nation is at war with us, no matter how that war was caused; and he is 
a traitor who refuses his aid, or who would ‘love his enemies, do good to 
them that hate him, and pray for those who despitefully use him.’ Lord 
Abington remarked in the British Parliament, in 1784, that ‘ The best road 
to peace is war, and war carried on in the spirit with which we are taught 
to love our Maker, with our whole mind, and heart, and strength!’ This 
certainly is a just sentiment, for that which is right in itself cannot be too 
earnestly performed. Let us be consistent. Let us keep ourselves armed, 
and teach our children the use of arms; let us encourage the military spirit; 
it is absurd to speak lightly of military displays, to talk of the corrupting 
influence of the army and navy, and of the horrors of the battle-field; of the 
moral degradation of war, when we owe our safety to the sword. Forbear, 
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then, to advocate the cause of peace, when you contend that it is unsafe to 
trust yourself, your friends, your country, to any protection but the sword. 
If, then, the aggression upon the life of others for our own safety leads to 
results so dangerous to the peace of society, so fatal to human happiness, is 
it not fair to conclude that it is a violation of the law of God? Is this the 
foundation of the temple of war, and was this corner-stone laid and conse- 
erated by the Prince of peace? We wish it to be distinctly understood that 
we are not the advocates of the principles of non-resistance, as the tenets of 
a sect or party. We would not dogmatically assert that there are no situa- 
tions in which it may be a duty to resort to physical force. We would not 
overthrow all human government, for government may be administered upon 
Christian principles. We believe that each individual for himself, with his 
heart full of love, is to decide the radical question for himself,—but that we 
all, whatever be the abstract notions of the rights of aggression for self- 
defence, should lift up the voice against the crime and curse of war. Here 
there is no debateable ground, no neutral position. What! shal] Christians 
employ and pay Christians to murder their fellow-beings? Shall an army 
meet an army for the purpose of human destruction, and will God smile upon 
the scene, and shall the white robe of Christianity be spread over the carnage ? 
If Sabbath-breaking and intemperance, if robbery and deception, if murder 
and violence, if moral degradation, if a change from love to deadly hatred, 
be not an offence which violates the law of God, then there is no sin, no crime, 
no act that is wrong when fallible men deem themselves in danger,—and all 
the laws of God designed to preserve the spiritual life can be repealed for 
the preservation of the life of the body,—then there is no law so high, and 
holy, and eternal, but that it can be brought down to earth and defiled, and 
trodden upon, when man shall deem it for his temporal interest.”’ 


No Seovurity yet ror Peace.—‘t We have no guarantee of peace. IEf 
saved from the devastation and moral corruption of war, it will be through 
the mercy of God overruling the wrath of men. The pathway of the nation 
is full of danger, yet she heeds not the perils which be on every side. Even 
when not a cloud rests on the political horizon, when there is not even a 
rumor of war, we are not safe fora month, oraday. The elements are 
often hushed deceitfully upon the very birth-instant of the storm. Who can 
look to the future with any confidence in the preservation of peace? The 
elements of contention are cherished in the midst of us, and the nation does 
not even seek to purify herself. ‘The character of our rulers is but the 
reflection of the characters of the people; they do not lead, they follow public 
opinion ; they have no higher standard of morals than the common standard, 
and in popular commotions they are like the froth of the wave, that marks 
how high it may have dashed.”’ 





NATURE AND POWER OF THE PEACE PRINCIPLE.—No. 4. 
THE AVENGER STAYED. 


The history of the Danish missions in Greenland is well-known. Hans 
Egede, a man of apostolic benevolence and zeal, was the pioneer in those 
efforts to Christianize the wild and savage wanderer of the frozen north; 
and among his successors was his grandson, Hans Egede Saabye, from 
whose interesting diary we select the following tale of vengeance sternly 
purposed, but graciously turned into love by the power of the gospel. 

he law or custom of Greenland requires every murder, especially that 
of a father, to be avenged by the nearest of kin. Some twenty years before 
the arrival of Saabye, a man was murdered under circumstances of great 
atrocity, in the presence of his own son. The boy, only thirteen years old, 
was too young to defend his father, but he did not forget the debt of vengeance 
due to his murderer. Fleeing for his own safety into a remote part of the 
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country, he there fanned in his bosom the secret flame for twenty-five years, 
and waited only for an opportunity to let it burst forth in full and fierce 
revenge. ‘The murderer was a man of so much influence, and surrounded 
with so many adherents ready for his defence, that the son feared to attack 
him; but, having persuaded a number of his own relatives to accompany 
him, he started at length on his long-cherished purpose of vengeance, and 
came in quest of his victim near the residence of Saabye. The houses in 
Greenland are a species of common property. The people quit them during 
their short summer, and, on returning the next winter, take possession of 
any one they may chance to find unoccupied. Winter was now beginning 
to stretch his icy arms over the north; but the avenger found no shelter for 
himself and his associates in the work of vengeance. Only one was vacant, 
and that belonged to the preacher of peace and forgiveness; but Saabye, 
though well apprized of his purpose, let him have the house, and treated him 
with his wonted courtesy and kindness. These attentions touched the 
avenger’s heart; and he came to thank Saabye, and repeated his visits so 
often, that he apologized at length for their frequency by saying, ‘‘ You are 
so amiable, that I cannot keep away from you.’’ After the lapse of several 
weeks, he said, ‘‘I should like to know something of that great Lord of 
Heaven, about whom you say so much; and some of my relations wish to 
learn too.’? Saabye granted his request, and found ten or twelve of the 
company anxious for instruction. He sent a catechist to live with them, 
and was much gratified at their progress, especially that of the avenger who 
frequently left his fishing to hear instruction, and at length resolved to ask 
for baptism. 

In the month of May, Kunnuk came to Saabye, and said, ‘‘ Teacher, will 
you baptize me? You know I’m obedient. I know God; and my wife, as 
well as I, wishes to become a believer.’’—‘ Yes,’ replied the preacher, ‘ you 
know something of God. You know he is good ; you see how he loves you, 
and desires to make you happy ; but he desires also to have you obey him.’ 
‘] do love him,’’ earnestly rejoined the avenger ; I will obey him.’’—‘ But, 
answered Saabye, ‘if you wish to obey him, you must kill nobody. You 
have often heard his command, thou shalt not kill.’ 

Kunnuk shook his head in great emotion, and only said, half to himself, 
‘hard doctrine ; hard doctrine !’—‘ Hear me, good Kunnuk,’ continued the 
man of God. ‘I know you have come to avenge the murder of your father ; 
this you must not do, if you wish to become a believer.’ ‘‘ But,’’ retorted the 
avenger with a flash of indignation gleaming from his eye, ‘‘ he murdered my 
father, my own father! I saw it, but could not help him; and now I must 
punish the murderer.’’——‘ You giieve me!’ said the man of peace. ‘‘ How?”’ 
asked the avenger. ‘ Because you seem resolved to murder.’ ‘‘ Only him 
who deserves to die.’’—‘ But the great Lord of Heaven says, thou shalt not 
kill.’ **T will not,—only him.’’—‘ But you must not kill even him. Have 
you forgotten how often during the winter, you heard this command, Avenge 
not thyself, but rather give place unto wrath; for vengeance is mine, I will 
repay, saith the Lord.’ ‘* But,” asked the avenger, ‘‘shall the wicked 
murder with impunity?’’—‘ No; he shall not; God will punish him.’ 
‘‘ When ?’’—‘ Perhaps in this world ; but certainly at the day of judgment, 
when he will reward every one according to his deeds.’—‘‘ That is so long,”’ 
replied Kunnuk, ‘“‘ my countrymen and relations will blame me, if I do not 
myself avenge my father now.’’—‘ If you did not know the will of God, I 
should say nothing ; but now I must not be silent.’ ‘‘ This is hard!”’ said 
the avenger. ‘* What shall 1 do?”?—‘ You must not kill him ; you must even 
forgive him.’ ‘‘ Forgive him!’’ exclaimed the avenger. ‘‘ Your doctrine is 
very strange and difficult.’’—‘ The doctrine,’ rejoined the preacher, ‘‘ is not 
mine, but Christ’s.’ 

Kunnuk sighed deeply, but made no reply ; and Saabye continued, ‘ perhaps 
your father was not innocent ; he too may have killed somebody.’ ‘‘ As to 
that,”’ - Kunnuk, ‘‘I do not know. I only know that this man deserves 
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to die.’’—‘ Well,’ answered Saabye, turning to leave the avenger, ‘I have 
done. Kill him, if you will; but remain an unbeliever, and expect his 
children one day to kill you in turn.’-—‘ You are amiable no longer,”’ 
retorted the man of blood, ‘‘ you speak hard words.””—‘ No, Kunnuk,’ 
replied the man of peace, ‘1 love you still, and therefore wish you not to sin 
against God, who will do justice both to you and your adversary.’ Saabye 
turned to go; but Kunnuk cried after him, ‘‘ Stay, teacher: I will speak to 
my relations.”’ 

His relations urged Kunnuk day after day to revenge, and threatened him 
with the curses of his kindred, and the scorn of his countrymen, if he shrunk 
from avenging his murdered father. The bosom of the son seemed a theatre 
of conflicting emotions. The preacher, in his visits to him, perceived the 
struggle, and, without taking any notice of the particular subject, read such 
portions of Scripture, and such hymns as led to peaceful and forgiving 
thoughts. Some days after, Kunnuk returned to the preacher. His 
countenance, his manner, every thing about him, indicated a violent struggle. 
‘**T will,’’ said he, ‘‘ I will not; I hear, and I do not hear. I never felt so 
before.’’—* What will you,’ asked the preacher, ‘and what will you not?’ 
‘¢T will forgive him, and I will not forgive him; I have no ears, and yet I 
have ears.’’—‘ When you will not forgive,’ answered Saabye, ‘ then your 
unconverted heart speaks, and would dissuade you; when you will forgive, 
then your better heart speaks. Which will you obey?’ ‘‘ I was so moved,” 
said the avenger, ‘‘ when you spoke yesterday, that my heart wished to 
obey.’’—‘ See, then, ought you not,’ said Saabye, ‘to feel that it is the 
voice of your heavenly Father speaking in your heart? He bids you be like 
him; and he giveth sunshine and showers to his foes as well as his friends. 
Think of your Saviour, too, and strive to resemble him. Did he ever hate 
his enemies, or return their curses on their own headst When smitten, did 
he smite back’. When persecuted from city to city, did he return evil upon 
his persecutors? When led to the cross like a lamb to the slaughter, did 
he open his mouth? Yes; but it was to pray for his murderers, Father, 
forgive them; for they know not what they do.’ 

his appeal touched the avenger’s heart; a*tear stood in his eye; and 
earnestly he replied, ‘‘ Yes, yes, that was praiseworthy ; but he was better 
than we.’’—‘ Yes, infinitely better,’ rejoined Saabye; ‘but, if we havea 
good will, God will give us strength. Hear how aman like you and me 
can pray for his murderers.’ The preacher then read the martyrdom of 
Stephen; and Kunnuk, drying his eyes, said, ‘Wicked men! but he is 
happy; he is certainly with God in heaven. My heart is so moved; but 
ive me a little time ; and, when I have brought my other heart to silence, 

will come again.”’ 

Soon Kunnuk returned with an altered countenance that spoke the peace 
and joy of his heart. ‘* Now,”’ said he, ‘‘I am happy. I hate no more; I 
have forgiven; my wicked heart shall be silent. Dia you not see how 
moved I was when you read about him on the cross praying for his murderers! 
Then I vowed in my heart, J will forgive ; I have forgiven. Now I hope I 
and my wife, who has never hated, may be baptized.’? His request was 
granted; and when the day arrived for the ceremony, he gave a simple and 
touching account of his faith; tears streamed from his eyes, as he knelt for 
baptism ; and, at the close of the service, he said, ‘‘ Receive me now as 4 
believer ; I will hate no more ; we will love each other, and all men.”’, To 
the murderer of his father, he soon after sent a message, saying, ‘‘ I am 
now a believer; you have nothing to fear.’ He even invited the murderer 
to his house, and received him in a most friendly manner. Being invited to 
return the visit, he went alone ; but to show the heathen murderer in contrast 
with the Christian, Kunnuk found, on his way baek, a hole cut in his kajak, 
or boat, for the purpose of drowning him. He soon stopped out the water, 
and said with a smile, ‘Ah! he is still afraid; but I’ll never harm him. 
Vengeance is no longer mine; I leave him to God, and pray that he may 
see his sins as I have seen my own.” 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE WAR-SPIRIT.—No. 2. 


‘¢ Tf there be,’’ once said the Hon. J. F. H. Claiborne, one of our rulers, 
‘‘if there be in our Government one spark of that glorious flame which 
lit up the American Revolution, and without which we are unworthy of 
freedom, it will no longer submit to the occupancy of our territory, the 
seizure of our slaves, the conflagration of our vessels, and the murder and 
imprisonment of our citizens. If we strike at all, we should strike the first 
blow, and seize on Vera Cruz, even if it be protected by the blood-red banner 
of England, stamped with the death’s head and cross-bones of abolitionism.”’ 

Refiect on three things in this brief but malignant effusion. 1. It may 
well be doubted whether we were not ourselves in the wrong on every one 
of the points here alluded to; but, right or wrong, we claimed to be judges 
in our own case! 2. We should, it seems, ‘‘strike the first blow, and seize’’ 
a place guarded against our assaults ; all by way, forsooth, of self-defence ! ! 
Such is the doctrine of self-defence carried into practice ; a principle broad 
enough to cover any war ever waged. 3. Mark the identity of war in its 
spirit with slavery. ‘‘ The death’s head and cross-bones of abolitionism.”’ 
Such is war, the parent of slavery, and the patron of all other crimes. 


A Souprer’s Preparation ror Heaven.—** Comrades,”’ said a Spanish 
officer mortally wounded, ‘‘ I implore you to stand by these guns till death. 
I am going to heaven!’ His preparation for heaven was his patriotie 
butchery of the French; and many a French soldier was expecting the same 


_reward for his butchery of the Spaniards! As well might the drunkard, 


while reeling into a drunkard’s eternity, say to his companions, ‘Here, finish 
these bottles ; I can drink no more—J am going to heaven !” 


ANOTHER SPECIMEN OF THE War-Spirit.—When the enemy, just before 
the battle of Barossa in Spain, appeared in sight, Gen. Graham, riding up 
in front of his troops, and waving his hat, exclaimed, ‘‘ Now, my lads, there 
they are! Spare your powder, but give them steel enough!’’ ‘To this the 
soldiers responded in three cheers, and went fiercely to the charge. 

This circumstance the biographer of Wellington recounts with great zest 
as a brilliant affair. ‘The spirit of that address is the very best spirit of war; 
a spirit which pants to give our enemies enough of steel or lead ; a spirit 
which breathes vengeance, and exults in the successful butchery of our 
brethren. Such a spirit is in fact inseparable from war; but I need not ask 
if such is the spirit of the gospel. 





FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


We have already alluded to the cheering intelligence from England in the 
last number of the Herald of Peace. The Committee of the London Society 
say, that ‘‘ the late Convention has had the effect of awakening attention to 
the pacific character of Christianity to an extent unknown before, and has 
prepared the way for a more enlightened and general consideration of the 
Society’s principles and objects. More strenuous efforts on our part are 
imperatively called for, both by the existing state of public feeling, and by 
the resolutions adopted at the Convention, and left to this Committee to be 
carried into full effect. The Committee are deeply impressed with the im- 
portance of improving to the utmost the facilities for action which are thus 
placed in their power. They are anxious that meetings should be more 
frequently held, lectures more extensively delivered, tracts more widely 
circulated, and practical organization for the promotion of their cherished 
object rendered far more general. For these efforts, Lonpon alone presents 
a wide, and almost uncultivated field ; whilst all classes of the community 
in the provinces need to be acted upon, by a well chosen and suitable agency; 
and the employment of the periodical press in the cause of peace might be 
greatly extended. The Committee have made a beginning in London, by 
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holding weekly meetings or lectures; and they have availed themselves, to 
a small extent, of the occasional assistance of some of their friends in the 
country as local agents. But it is plain, that if the Society is to take its due 
place amongst the numerous Christian institutions of the land, and to do 
justice to its present circumstances, it must be prepared at once to employ 
two additional permanent agents at the least ; as well as to incur a much 
larger degree of expense in occasional service, tracts, &c.”’ 


Operations in Lonpon.—‘‘The first of these lectures was delivered in the 
chapel in New Broad-street, by the Rev. John Jefferson. The lecturer 
commenced with a brief view of the origin, principles and objects of the 
London Peace Society, its past labors, and its present position. The truth 
of its fundamental doctrine, that ‘‘ War is inconsistent with the spirit of 
Christianity,’? was shown by an appeal to various passages of the New 
Testament : both those which set forth the general character of the religion 
of Jesus, and those which embody its practical requirements. An attempt 
was next made to reply to some of the most common and popular objections; 
especially the duty of Christians, as citizens, to the civil authorities; the 
wars of the Jews; the natural love of self-preservation, and desire of self- 
defence ; and the impossibility of acting upon the principle of moral resist- 
ance. A brief statement then followed as to the means used by the Society 
to make known its views, and the objects to be immediately aimed at as 
preventive of war; viz., the adoption of the practice of arbitration, and this 
as introductory to the ulterior measure of a High Court of Nations, to which 
all disputes might be referred. The lecture closed with an appeal to the 
Christian public for additional aid in carrying on this good work. The 
lecture occupied two hours in the delivery, and was listened to with fixed 
attention to the close. ‘The audience was highly respectable, and upwards 
of 20 persons signed the declaration expressing approval of the Society’s 
principle. 

‘*The second lecture was delivered in the Weigh-house chapel, Fish-street 
hill, by the Rev. John Styles, D. D., of Kennington. This elaborate essay 
was chiefly confined to the direct scriptural argument, and was distinguished 
by great beauty of composition, and great clearness of statement. It was 
arranged under three general divisions,—the Jewish religion and the pro- 
phetical revelations of the Old Testament ; the pacific character of the life 
of Christ; and the doctrine of the Saviour and his apostles. Several pas- 
sages which have been thought by some to militate against the general con- 
clusion, that all war is inconsistent with Christianity,were calmly examined, 
and ably elucidated ; and at the close a full and powerful reply was given 
to the objection, that War and Christianity have ever been identified in the 
history of the world. Dr. Styles concluded by introducing the declaration 
of adhesion to the Society’s principle, which was signed by upwards of 50 
persons.”’ 


MEETINGS IN THE MerropoLitaNn Borovcus.—‘‘ The importance of at- 
tempting the formation of Auxiliary Peace Societies in the Metropolitan 
Boroughs has been for some time before the Committee. Unforeseen cir- 
cumstances led to the selection of ‘The Tower Hamlets,” as the first scene 
of operation. Several friends of the cause residing in that Borough were 
consulted ; and a meeting was called at the Society’s office, to deliberate 
upon the best means of action. It was deemed advisable to hold in the first 
instance a succession of services, in as many different localities as should be 
found practicable, in order to excite attention to the object, and explain the 
principle of the Society. In pursuance of this resolution, a number of meet- 
ings have been held, an account of which follows; and arrangements are in 
progress for holding others. 

The first of these meetings was held on the 11th of September, 1843, in 
Brunswick chapel, Mile End Road, the Rev. G. Evans, the minister of the 
place, inthe chair. A lecture was delivered by Mr. John Larritt, who had 
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formerly been a soldier; and the meeting was briefly addressed by the Chair- 
man, and by Mr. Jefferson, one of the Secretaries of the Society. About 
600 persons were present ; and at the close, upwards of 80 persons signed a 
declaration expressing their conviction ‘‘ that War is inconsistent with the 
spirit of Christianity and the true interests of mankind.’’ 

A second meeting was held in Ebenezer chapel, Shadwell, on the 13th of 
October, 1843. In the absence of the Rev. C. Hyatt, the senior minister of 
the chapel, who was prevented by indisposition from being present, the Rev. 
George Evans took the chair. ‘T'wo resolutions were unanimously adopted, 
expressing approbation of the principle of the Society, that ‘‘ War is incon- 
sistent with the spirit of Christianity and the true interests of mankind.’’ 
At the close of the meeting 38 persons signed a declaration of their concur- 
rence in the above sentiment. The meeting was addressed by the Chairman; 
Mr. D. G. Pain, of Barnet; Mr. John Harris, of Wapping; the Rev. W. 
H. Black, of Goodman’s-fields ; the Rev. John Jefferson, of Stoke Newing- 
ton, and the Rev. G. B. Utter, of New-York. , 

The third meeting was held at Well-street chapel, Hackney, on the 18th 
of October, 1843. The chair was taken by the Rev. James Carlile, minister 
of the chapel. Resolutions were adopted expressing approval of the Soci- 
ety’s principles and objects, and 53 persons signed a declaration expressing 
their conviction that ‘‘ War is inconsistent with the spirit of Christianity and 
the true interests of mankind.’’ ‘The meeting was addressed by the Chair- 
man; the Rev. J. Pye Smith, D. D., F. R.S, &c., Theological Tutor of 
the Old College, Homerton ; the Rev. C. Dukes, M. A.; the Rev. S. Ran- 
som, Classical and Hebrew Tutor in the Hackney Theological Seminary ; 
the Rev. George Evans ; and the Rev. John Jefferson. 

The fourth meeting took place at Gibraltar chapel, Bethnal-green-road, 
on October 27. Mr. E. Perry, of Bishopsgate-street, occupied the chair, 
and opened the meeting with a short address. The resolutions were moved 
and seconded by the Rev. G. Evans, the Rev. W. H. Black, the Rev. C. 
Dukes, M. A., and Mr. Jefferson. The attendance was very considerable ; 
53 persons signed the declaration. _ 

The fifth meeting was held in the Institution, Beaumont-square, on the 
10th of November, when Geo. Offor, Esq. of Hackney, presided ; and an 
eloquent and impressive lecture was delivered by the Rev. John Stock, of 
Chatham. After some introductory observations, proving the necessity for 
such services as the one then being held, from the erroneous opinions which 
obtain on the lawfulness of war, Mr. Stock dwelt at some length on the evils 
essentially connected with the spirit and practice of war. He named the 
following :—JIt is anti-christian; it debases the character of those who 
engage in it; it tnjures public morals; it spreads misery, destruction and 
death wherever it rages ; it is ruinous to national prosperity ; it hinders civ- 
ilization ; it is a deadly foe to liberty; it is an enemy to domestic virtue and 
happiness ; and it most effectually hinders the progress of the gospel. Mr. 
Stock then proceeded to develop some of the evidence by which the princi- 

les of the Peace Society are supported in the pages of the New Testament. 

e stated that the will of God is contained in the New Testament, in its 
complete and final form ; at this tribunal, therefore, the question as to the 
lawfulness of war must be tried and decided. Various passages were quoted, 
and their binding authority enforced. Reference was then made to some of 
the objections usually alleged; and in conclusion Mr. Stock declared the 
reasonableness and practicability of arbitration as a substitute for war. ‘The 
lecture was well received throughout; and at the close one gentleman in the 
room proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Stock, which was simultaneously 
seconded by several, and carried by acclamation. The declaration of adhe- 
Sion to the Society’s principle was signed by 70 individuals. 

A sixth meeting was held November 22, at Providence chapel, Austin- 
street, Bethnal-green. The Rev. W. Miall, minister of the chapel, presided, 
and opened the meeting with an effective address. Addresses were also 
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delivered by Messrs. Black, Carlile, Evans and Jefferson. About 300 per- 
sons were present, who cordially and unanimously responded to the senti- 
ments expressed. ‘T'wo resolutions were adopted, and 101 persons signed 
the declaration. 

The seventh meeting was held on November 29th, at Trinity Chapel, 
Philip-street, Kingsland-road; when Mr. Jefferson delivered a lecture on 
the principle of the Society to a respectable and attentive audience. From 
300 to 350 persons were present, and 72 individuals signed the declaration. 
Arrangements are made for several other meetings in this Borough.”’ 

Further extracts we must reserve for future numbers. 





THE LEGISLATURE OF MASSACHUSETTS ON PEACE, 
PETITION 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatwes of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts : 


Your petitioner, believing that war is an unnecessary as well as monstrous 
evil, and that all national differences might be settled hy arbitration, without 
an appeal to force, petitions that Resolutions be passed in your Honorable 
Body, favorable to the formation of a Congress of Nations, for the decision 
of all questions of national disputes ; and that copies of such Resolutions be 
transmitted to Congress, with instructions to our Senators and Representa- 
tives to bring the subject to their consideration. Joun P. ANDREWS. 


House oF REPRESENTATIVES, Jan. 51, 1844. 


The Committee to whom was referred the Petition of John P. Andrews, of 
Salem, for the promotion of Universal Peace, have attended to the duty 
assigned them, and ask leave to present the following Report : 


The object of this petition is one which commends itself to the approbation 
of every enlightened patriot and true philanthropist. War is, undoubtedly, 
to be reckoned among the chief destroyers of human happiness: a foe to the 
best interests of all who are engaged in it,whether as assailants or defenders 
—whether victors or vanquished. As a general fact, the evils which it 
induces, are far greater than those which it aims to prevent or remove. 
These evils are too numerous even to be distinctly named on the present 
occasion :—too vast and various for even a rapid and general survey within 
the few moments which this House, amid its many pressing engagements, 
can probably devote to the subject. Nor is argument necessary here to 
prove that, 7f any method can be devised for the settlement of national 
controversies, without the excitement of malignant passions, the waste of 
property, the destruction of life, and the depravation of morals, which are 
the inseparable concomitants of national warfare; the adoption of that method 
by all the civilized world is ‘‘a consummation devoutly to be wished.’’ Such 
a method has, in the opinion of many whose judgment is entitled to respect, 
been discovered. ‘The Peace Societies which have been formed in this 
country and in Europe within the last twenty-eight years, and which enrol 
among their members some of the purest and most gifted minds in either 
hemisphere, have poured the light of reason and of revelation upon the 
practice of war, until multitudes have come to the conclusion, that a custom 
so fraught with physical and moral evil, so uncongenial with the best 
feelings of the human heart, so ruinous to the dearest interests of soeial life, 
and so hostile to the first principles of natural and revealed religion,—cannot 
be necessary. It begins to be extensively acknowledged, that individuals 
and communities are subject to the same divine authority, and are bound to 
conduct their affairs, and regulate their mutual intercourse, by the same 
‘rules, and on the same principles; and therefore, that legal adjudication 
should take the place of physical force, for the maintenance of national rights 
and interests, as, in the progress cf civilization, it already has, with regard 
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to those of a personal and domestic nature. The friends of peace are accord- 
ingly solicitous to keep the subject before the public mind, that States and 
Nations, and those who rule or represent them, may be as soon as possible 
prepared to take appropriate and effectual measures concerning it. 

The subject is not new to the Legislature of Massachusetts. In 1837, 
petitions of similar tendency to that which is now before this House, were 
received, and referred to a joint committee. During that and the succeeding 
session, they were repeatedly considered ; and, at length, by a vote of thirty 
out of thirty-two in the Senate, and unanimous in the House, the Legisla- 
ture 

‘‘ Resolved, That the institution of a Congress of Nations, for the purpose 
of framing a code of international law, and establishing a high court of 
arbitration for the settlement of controversies between nations, is a scheme 
worthy of the careful attention and consideration of all enlightened govern- 
ments.”’ 

Accordingly, the Governor was requested to transmit a copy of the adopted 
resolves, and the report on which they were founded, ‘‘ to the President of 
the United States, and to the Executive of each of the States, to be commu- 
nicated to their respective Legislatures, inviting their co-operation in the 
proposed object.”’ : 

Your committee consider this object as having lost none of its importance 
since that period. On the contrary, it is every year acquiring a stronger 
hold on benevolent and enlightened minds. ‘The progress of social improve- 
ment and of public sentiment; the increasing intercourse, commercial, literary 
and religious, among the various nations of the earth; and the multiplied 
pleasures and mutual benefits resulting from it; together with the harmonious 
precepts and predictions of the inspired Volume ;—all encourage the anima- 
ting hope, that the period is coming, in which man’s intellectual and moral 
nature shall assert its supremacy over every baser propensity and passion ; 
when law and reason shall, in great measure, supersede the employment of 
physical force in managing the affairs of men; and when, therefore, nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 

As a measure conducive to this happy issue, your Committee would 
respectfully propose to this House, and, if adopted here, to be sent up to the 
honorable Senate for concurrence, the accompanying Resolves. All which 
is respectfully submitted. 

By order of the Committee, Danie, Huntineton, Chairman. 


RESOLVES ; 
On the Petition of John P. Andrews, for the Promotion of Universal Peace. 


Resolved, That we regard arbitration as a practical and desirable substitute 
for war, in the adjustment of international differences. 

Resolved, That a system of adjudication, founded on a well digested code 
of international laws, and administered by a standing court or board of mutual 
reference, is preferable to the occasional choice of umpires, who act without 
the aid or restriction of established principles and rules. 

Resolved, That it is our earnest desire that the government of the United 
States would, at the earliest opportunity, take measures for obtaining the 
consent of the powers of Christendom to the establishment of 2 General 
Convention or Congress of Nations, for the purpose of settling the principles 
of international law, and of organizing a high court of nations, to adjudge all 
cases of difficulty which may be brought before them by the mutual consent 
of two or more nations. 

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be requested to transmit a 
copy of these resolves, with the accompanying report, to the Senators and 
Representatives of Massachusetts in the Congress of the United States, with 
instructions to use their influence, as they may find occasion, in furtherance 
of this important object. 
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HOME INTELLIGENCE. 


PRESENTATION OF THE MEMORIAL OF THE LoNDON CONVENTION TO THE PREs- 
IDENT OF THE UnitED STatTEes.—Our Corresponding Secretary, at the request of the 
Committee, proceeded to Washington, the latter part of January, for the purpose of 
presenting to our Government the Address of the London Peace Convention to the 
Governments of the Civilized World, on the importance of arbitration as a substitute 
for war, recommending the insertion in every treaty of a clause which should bind the 
parties to settle all their subsequent difficulties, in the last resort, by reference to um- 

ires mutually chosen. This document would have been forwarded sooner ; but Mr. 

eckwith waited for the return from Europe of Amasa Walker, Esq., one of his prin- 
cipal colleagues in the Convention, to whom, conjointly with himself, the Memorial 
had been entrusted. Mr. Walker was to have accompanied him; but his health, to 
the regret of them both, forbade. 

Introduced to his Excellency by the Hon. A. K, Parris, formerly Governor of 
Maine, but now Comptroller of the Treasury, Mr. Beckwith had a pleasant interview 
with the President, who received the Memorial with expressions of pleasure, and 
spoke in gratifying terms on the general subject of peace. He reverted to his own 
official course as anxiously designed to secure the continuance of so rich a boon, and 
lamented the temporary misconception in this respect of his last Message by European 
presses. He acknowledged the utility of arbitration as a substitute for war, and com- 
mented on the importance of peace to our own country, and the wise ee the 
strong tendency of a popular government, like ours, to insure peace, by cultivating its 
arts, and insisting on its policy. ‘Let the people bear sway,’ said he, ‘and they will, 
if duly enlightened, demand peace as essential to their welfare. From the progress of 
free, popular government I ome much for the , ~veaetipse of peace. An oppressed 
and famishing peasantry are the tools of war, and irresponsible despots have heretofore 
sported with their blood at pleasure ; elevate those peasants into freemen with a voice 
in the government, and you make them from interest so many conservators of peace.’ 

Mr. Bs health obliged him to leave Washington without attempting any thing more 
in public, but not before he ascertained to his own satisfaction, that the Hall of the 
Representatives, and the most important pulpits of the City would probably be opened 
to the advocacy of our cause. He regretted less, however, the necessity of returning 
so soon, because he found that a later period in the session of Congress would be a 
much more favorable time for a public effort there. He found, much to his surprise 
and gratification, some strong friends of peace in the Capital, especially a minister of 
the gospel, born, and educated, and always resident at the South, yet converted to 
strong views of peace by his study of the New Testament. Others, without embracing 
views equally strong, are inclined to favor the cause ; and we are not without reasons 
for hoping, that the seeds of peace will yet germinate even amid the political miasma 
of the Capital, and bring forth a harvest of richest blessings to the nation. Among the 
people of Washington, as distinguished from its politicians, and the throng of transient 
visiters, are found not a few excellent men and devoted, exemplary Christians. Here 
is a soil for peace ; and we wish we had the means of sowing thickly there this heav- 
enly seed. Politicians we must reach mainly through the people; and, if we can 
interest the good people of Washington in this cause, we shall gain much. 


LARGE CitiEs.—From the report brought by our Secretary of his observations and 
inquiries in New-York and Philadelphia, the Committee thought best to send him to 
labor, if the way should be opened as he expected, in those cities most of the time till 
our anniversary. Mr. Ladd used to visit them about once a year; but, since his death, 
little has been done or attempted for the cause in either of those cities. We know too 
little of either place to anticipate the immediate result of his efforts ; but sure we are 
that we must entrench our cause, sooner or later, and the sooner the better, in all such 
great centres of business, wealth and influence. 
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